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Woody Pepper: A Potential Spice Crop for Intercropping in Arecanut Gardens
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Abstract

land resource. Intercropping using various annual and perennial crops could not only increase the income of farmers, 

plantations of these islands. 
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Introduction

Arecanut is one of the important plantation crops 

Nadu, North eastern parts of India and Andaman and 

and dried nuts, cultivation of arecanut is popular among 





pepper, cinnamon, banana, pineapple . as intercrops 

green manuring, irrigation, mulching 

 , 


intercrops in a location, the local diversity and ethnic use 
of plants need to be considered for better adoption and 
ease of cultivation. Woody pepper ( 

spice for culinary purposes (Waman 

spice as a novel intercrop in arecanut gardens of these 

to gather information about the species and results have 

presented hereunder.   

Materials and Methods 
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utilizing the spice as intercrop in the arecanut plantations. 

presence of phytochemicals . carbohydrates (Molish, 

Results and discussion 

  

used as spice, stem pieces of this vine are used to impart 

forests, thereby causing damage to natural populations. 

meet the local demand (Waman 

of Andaman Islands.

Andaman and North Andaman Islands resulted in 

vine varied among the farms and mango tree standards 

. 

Fig. 1: Percentage share of different species used as 
standard for woody pepper

Fig. 2: Stem pieces of woody pepper sold in local 
market of Andaman Islands
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for fetching higher rates and the vines are said to attain 

Arecanut gardens of the islands could be used for 

cover

The prospects of the crop could be further increased if 

plantations of the islands. 

Table 1: Proposed model for systematic cultivation of woody pepper as an intercrop in arecanut

Area proposed for expansion Arecanut gardens of hilly uplands

No. of plants per acre

in variable proportions depending on the solvent 

chloride tests, respectively. 

 species and hence, stem of this species could 

traces of it. Irrespective of the solvents used, amino acids, 



 





Ajit Arun Waman et al., J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 24 (2):2019



134

could help the researchers to carry out detailed studies in 
future. 

harvesting and storage studies, biochemical estimation of 
process of information generation and further promotion 
of this spice as a suitable intercrop in more areas.

Table 2: Qualitative phytochemical analysis in dehydrated stem powder of woody pepper  
extracted using different solvents 

Constituents Test performed   Aqueous Ethanol Methanol Acetone

Molish test

Glycosides

Tannins

Amino acids Ninhydrin test

Gelatine test

pepper could be promoted as a potential intercrop in 

Islands. 
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



. Apple 

cropping system models under Assam condition. 




on their phytochemistry, biological activities and 
applications. 

and antimicrobial studies of cinnamon leaves and 



Impact of intercropping of medicinal and aromatic 



in India. 

  



cropping systems for coastal and island conditions. 
      

 



th th
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