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Groupers Resources (Actinopterygii:Perciformes: Epinephelidae) of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, With Two New Records
P.T. Rajan  




Abstract



and 



and 
is protected under the Indian Wildlife 
 



Key words 

Introduction

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are situated in 
o o

o

set of oceanographic and ecological conditions. The 

species   

  

 

  

  

  
  

    
 

  

   
 

  

 
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 

 

 

   

  

  

 

 



   

 

  

 

  

 

   

 

   

  Morgans, 
  

 

  

  

 

  

and 



using a combination of their morphological features and 

resemble each other in colour pattern and appearance, 

in tide pools. Most groupers are ambush predators, 

frozen form. Groupers constitute the main focus of the 

catch in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The buying price 

upon the buying category used by the buyer. A common 

and sea fans, and rich in groupers.

Materials and methods

colour pattern, shape and relative size of the head and 
body, data such as the total length, standard length, total 

Results and discussion

    and  

Rajan J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 24 (2):2019



116







Rajan J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 24 (2):2019



117









Rajan J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 24 (2):2019
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

 

 

Rajan J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 24 (2):2019
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

All the species of the genus  


genus 
  has 



best differentiated by colour.  





 occurs on protected reefs and adjacent 
mangrove habitats, common in the catches of these 
islands.  

The large sized commercially important groupers, 
    and 


 and  



and  

species of groupers resemble each other morphologically 
and in certain species even the meristic characters have 

Rajan J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 24 (2):2019
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in earlier records. 

 



and 
, , , , 
 ,  and  . 


the coast of Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Conservation and Management

This removal of a considerable number of 

in catch is responsible for serious depletion of populations 
of this grouper species particularly 

. In recognition of this problem the collection 

of this species is totally banned and is protected under 


   

   and 

 



a size limit in increasing yields is the degree of survival of 

use, the removal of groupers less than average maturity 

The current level of catch and effort data collection is not 

to submit their daily purchase sheets on monthly basis. 
The most commonly caught species are 
,  , 

      

,   ,  
    

,  ,  ,  , 
  and  it is suggested that 

species such as  ,  and  

 

and contribute highest to the current catch composition. 
 is very rare species and it should be 
protected. More comprehensive surveying is needed to 
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