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Short Communication
Notes on the Occurrence of Super Giant Isopod, Bathynomus lowryi (Isopoda: 
Cirolanidae) from Andamans (India)
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The genus  
comprise scavenging deep sea isopods which are well 
known because of their gigantism and have distribution in 

the attention of the biologists since its description (Soong 

described two species from Australian waters and further 
gave notes on nine known living species. According 

 genus is 

report of the giant isopod from Andaman Sea. While 

a giant isopod specimen was encountered and which 

covering South to North Andaman. The specimen was 
Bruce 

however the broken marks of the remnant spines were 
clearly visible. The specimen belonging to the group 

distinguishes it from all other species of  is the 
nine upwardly curved pleotelsonic spines in the posterior 

curved pleotelsonic spine is the 

 can be readily distinguished from by 
possessing a conspicuous dorsal carina in the pleotelson 

and the distal margin of exopod is straight (vs. convex). 
The present encounter from Andaman Islands is a new 

studies have to be made on its gut content and molecular 

poorly studied group. 

Fig. 1 Dorsal view of Bathynomus lowryi

Fig. 2 Ventral view of Bathynomus lowryi
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Fig. 3 Showing upward facing pleotelsonic spines
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