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First Incidence of Three Sharks off Andaman Islands, India
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Abstract

The paper reports occurrence of Hemigaleus microstoma Bleeker 
Carcharhinus 

(Nardo) (Carcharhinidae) from Andaman Islands as well as from Indian waters. A list of shark species 

Introduction

Fishing sharks in the surrounding waters of the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands has become a sporting 
activity through the ages. Apart from long-line sport-

are also incidentally caught as by-catch through tuna 

in the international market. After a short-lived blanket 

sharks and rays in the Andaman waters during October 

of a shark would amount to “hunting” of a Schedule-I 

knowledge on consumption of shark meat in Andaman 

catches to document biodiversity of the region.

Akhileshet al
known from India including several species of 

Recording shark diversity around Andaman and Nicobar 
group of Islands was initiated with the documentation by 

 and 
through the years several authors contributed to our 
knowledge on distribution of different shark species 
around these islands. Rajanet al

and Nicobar Islands including two species of doubtful 
and 

tudes. Kumaret al. 

the list. 

Rhincodon 
Hemigaleus microstoma Bleeker and 

record from Indian waters.
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Material and Methods

O O

shark at a distance. The underwater photograph of this 
is presented here. It was about 

Hemigaleus microstoma 

length. Fishermen opined that the said shark was caught 

untouched in wild and only underwater photograph was 
taken. Other two species were in commercial catches and 

shark species from Andaman Islands including these three 
sharks.

Results

accounts of these three sharks are presented here under.

Order: Orectolobiformes 
Family: Rhincodontidae

Rhincodon typus

South African Commercial 

Diagnosis

screens on its internal gill slits. Prominent ridges on 

prominent keel on each side of the caudal peduncle. First 

horizontal and vertical stripes on a dark background. 

temperate seas.

Order: Carcharhiniformes
Family: Hemigaleidae

Hemigaleus microstoma  

Hemigaleus microstoma 
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Diagnosis

ends of upper labial furrows extend in front of rear corners 

Order: Carcharhiniformes 
Family: Carcharhinidae

Carcharhinus plumbeus  
(Sandbar Shark)

Isis (Oken)

FAO Fish 

Diagnosis
broadly rounded or broadly parabolic snout. Upper teeth 

Upper labial furrows short and inconspicuous. A narrow 

origin over or anterior to the pectoral insertions. Pectoral 

Discussion

i.e. 
), Carcharias 

) and 

 ) and Herre 
Carcharhinus dussumieri. 

Eridacnisredclifei) and 

Carcharias wheeleri Carcharhinus 
Carcharhinus macloti, C. sealei, C. 

and 
 to the list of sharks from 

Andamans.  was recorded 
by Rajanet al.  by Rao et al. 

Stegostoma fasciatum by Rao et al

and 

i.e
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laticaudus and 

occurrence of and  

and along with 
and whereas the last two are unlikely to 
occur and there is no material evidence. Possibilities are 
more for inclusion of the name in 

 is misapplied to specimens 

reported Carcharhinus hemiodon from Great Nicobar 
Biosphere Reserve. Rajan et al.

and in the list 
of sharks. Kumar et al. 

from off Andaman Islands as 

and 

Rhincodon typus has a wide range of distribution in 

spots all over makes it clearly distinguishable among all 

also known to enter shallow inshore areas. All parts of this 

for leather products and also used in Chinese medicine. 

killing and trading in India is prohibited. This is also 

is monitored. As per IUCN Red List the conservation 
status of this shark is vulnerable.

Hemigaleus microstoma was earlier recorded from 
southern India and Sri Lanka in Indian Ocean. It was 

the Australian specimens were recently described as a 

et al

and opined that Red Sea specimens need to be critically 
examined. H. microstoma, seems to be a naturally 

offshore waters in tropical region. This shark is utilized 

to shark body would amount to hunting of a Schedule-I 
species and thereby attracting penal provisions.

Carcharhinus plumbeus usually found in both 
inshore and offshore region over continental and insular 

possibly due to confusion with other related shark. But 
the combination of characters such as the large size and 

ridge and the widely spaced dermal denticles readily 
distinguishes this species from other carcharhinid sharks 

as Vulnerable. Based on all available Indian literature 
Akhileshet al

there was no record of in Indian waters till 

well as from Indian waters.
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Conservation status of all sharks from Andaman 

Carcharhinus 
hemiodon, 

and S. mokarran, 

Andaman waters would have affected and catches might 
have reduced. But certainly there is no restriction in 

low fecundity of sharks and increased pressure from 

exploitation of sharks in regular basis.

Acknowledgements

Kolkata for their encouragement and constant support. 

Port Blair for facilities.

References

notes from H. M. Indian marine survey steamer 

Ann. 

of Chondrichthyans in Indian waters. Journal of 

4. Sharks of the world. An annotated and illustrated 
catalogue of shark species known to date. Part 
2. Carcharhiniformes. 

. Volume 2. 

annotated and illustrated catalogue of shark species 

and Orectolobiformes).

. 

Islands. Proc. Zool. Sco. London

the Andaman Islands. 

Rajan et al. J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 21 (2):2016



74

& Poisonous and 

Bengal. 

Scyliorhinidae) from Andaman waters. Acta 

J. Zool. Soc. 
India

collections of the R.I.M.S. Investigator. Proceedings 

J. 
Andaman Sci. Assoc

Islands.

Bengal. 

Guide to Reef Fishes of Andaman and 

An account 

of Bengal. . 

records and biological notes on two deep sea shark 
Garnan and  

(Macleay) from Andaman waters. 
India

J. Andaman Sci. Assoc

The Commercial 
Sea Fishes of India. Handbook. Zoological Survey of 

Hemigaleus microstoma. The 

Hemingaleus australiensis n. sp. 

waters. 

Rajan et al. J. Andaman Sci. Assoc. 21 (2):2016



75

APPENDIX - I

ORECTOLOBIFORMES
HEMISCYLLIDAE

1.   
2. 
3. et al. 

Stegostomatidae
4. Stegostoma  fasciatum et al. 


 et al.
Family: Rhincodontidae
 Rhincodon typus Smith 1828 (New Record)  Vulnerable  Present study

LAMNIFORMES
Alopidae

 et al. 
 et al. 
9. (Bonate    

Laminidae
10. 

CARCHARHINIFORMES
Family: Pentanchidae(catsharks)
11. 
12. 

Proscylliidae
13. Eridacnis radcliffei  
14. et al. 

Hemigaleidae
Chaenogaleus macrostoma 

16. Hemigaleus microstoma (Bleeker, 1852) (New Record)Vulnerable  Present study
Carcharhinidae

17. 

19. 
20. Carcharhinus dussumieri 
21. Carcharhinus hemiodon 
22. 
23. Carcharhinus longimanus
24. Carcharhinus macloti 

  
26. Carcharhinus plumbeus (Nardo 1827) (New Record) Vulnerable  Present study
27. Carcharhinus sealei

Carcharhinus sorrah
29. 

31. 
32. Prionace glauca 
33.   
34. 

Scoliodon laticaudus   
36. et al. 

Family: Sphyrnidae (Hammerhead Sharks)
37.   
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39. 
40. 

Order: SQUALIFORMES
Family: Squalidae 
41. Squalus m

Family: Centrophoridae
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