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Abstract

The present paper deals with two medicinally important plants belonging to Lamiaceae, viz. Pogostemon
paniculatus (Willd.) Benth. and Premna tomentosa Willd. collected from North Andaman Islands constituting the new
distributional records for the flora of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
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Introduction these two species are not reported yet from Andaman and

] ) Nicobar Islands. Therefore, the present finding constitutes

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands with a total ey gistributional records for Andaman and Nicobar

geographical arcaof 8,250 sq km, is the largest archipelago  Tglands. Detailed descriptions along with illustrations

representing an arcade festoon of Islands situated 1200  gre provided for these two species to facilitate easy
km off the south-eastern coast of India in the Bay of identification and future studies.

Bengal stretching from Myanmar in North to Sumatra
(Indonesia) in South (6°45' to 13° 41' N lat. and 92° 12/ 1@Xonomy

E t0 93° 57" E long.). These Islands harbour luxuriant low Pogostemon paniculatus (Willd.) Benth. in Wall.,

land rain forests besides wetlands, mangroves and coral  P]. Asiat. Rar. 1:30.1830; Hook. f., F1. Brit. India 4: 631.
reefs. There are 106 Protected Areas in the Andaman 1885, [Fig. 1]

& Nicobar Islands including nine National Parks, 96
Wildlife Sanctuaries and one Biosphere Reserve. The
floral elements of these Islands often show close affinity
with that of Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand
and Sri Lanka. The phytodiversity of these islands is
unique and one of the richest in the country and in terms
of biodiversity, these islands fall on two Biodiversity
Hotspots — Andaman group in the Indo-Burmese region
and the Nicobar group in the Sundaland which makes
them more diverse biologically.

While working on ‘Quantitative Assessment
and Mapping of Plant Resources of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands’, a DBT program, two plant specimens
belonging to the family Lamiaceae have been collected
from Mayabundar forest division of North Andaman
Islands. On critical study and detailed examination these Fig. 1. Pogostemon paniculatus (Willd.) Benth. -
specimens are identified as Pogostemon paniculatus and A: Habit; B: Inflorescence; C: Flower.
Premna tomentosa. Consultation of literature (Parkinson,

1923; Sinha, 1999; Pandey & Diwakar 2008) reveals that
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Description: Herb to subshrub. Leaves simple,
opposite, 8 x 4 cm, ovate, acuminate at either ends,
iregularly dentate, densely hirtus-tomentose; lateral
nerves 3—4 pairs; petiole 2 cm, tomentose. Panicle
large, terminal and from upper leaf axils, branches
5-10-flowered, 1-sided; bracteoles 5 x 3 mm, oblique,
falcate, imbricating regularly. Flowers densely packed.
Calyx 4 mm, 5-ribbed; lobes acuminate, hirtus. Corolla
purplish white, 5 mm; pubescent outside; filaments
sparsely hairy. Fruits 4, dry nutlet, ovoid, smooth, often
angled.

Flowering & Fruiting: October—February.
Habitat: Moist deciduous and semi-evergreen forests.

Distribution: Peninsular India (and now from
Andaman and Nicobar Islands), Myanmar.

Specimens examined: India, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, North Andaman, Mayabunder forest division,
Jagannathdera, 13°4°24.98”"N & 92°57°28.44”E, 30 m,
24.02.2013 M. V. Ramana 1219 (PBL, CAL).

Premna tomentosa Willd., Sp. PL 3: 314. 1800:
Hook. f., FL. Brit. India 4: 576. 1885. [Fig. 2]

Fig. 2: Premna tomentosa Willd. — A: Habit;
B: Inflorescence; C: Flower & Fruits
Description: A moderate-sized deciduous tree,
upto 7 m, bark greyish-brown, smooth; young parts
with stellate tomentum. Leaves simple, opposite,
estipulate; petiole 15-40 mm, slender, tomentose; lamina
5-20 x 4-12 cm, broadly ovate, base obtuse or cordate,
apex acuminate, margin entire, densely tawny yellow
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stellately tomentose, yellowish, chartaceous; lateral
nerves 5-7 pairs, densely tomentose beneath, intercostae
scalariform. Flowers bisexual, yellow, small, in terminal
and axillary corymbs, 7 cm long; calyx tubular, 5-ribbed,
lobes 3, stellate pubescent; corolla 7 mm across, 4 mm
long, tube cylindric, hairy, lobes 5, orbicular; stamens
4, didynamous, 1.5-2 mm; anthers rounded, 0.5 mm;
ovary truncate, superior, puberulus; style 3 mm; stigma
unequally. Fruit a drupe, obovoid, 5-6 mm, 4 mm across,
green, purplish black when ripe, hairy; seeds 4.

Flowering: February—May; Fruiting: March—June.

Habitat:
forests.

Moist deciduous and semi-evergreen

Distribution: China, India (and now from Andaman
and Nicobar Islands), Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Sri
Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam.

Specimens examined: India, Andaman & Nicobar
Islands, North Andaman, Mayabunder forest
division, Rest Camp, Bamboo Nala, 12°50’4.33"N &
92°49°7.12”E, 35 m, 26.06.2012 M.V, Ramana & J.K.
Tagore 921 (PBL, CAL).
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