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STATUS OF PSYCHOTRIA SEKHARANA RAMAM & RAJAN (RUBIACEAE)
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ABSTRACT

Psychotria sekharana Ramam. & Rajan is combined with P. flavida Talbot and its systemic position is discussed.
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INTRODUCTION

Ramamoorthy and Rajan (1983) described a species
Psychotria sekharana (Rubiaceae) from the Western Ghats
in Trichur District, Kerala. According to them, the species
is allied to Psychotria nudiflora Wight & Arn. but differs
in leaves lanceolate – oblanceolate, acute at apex;
inflorescence – dichotomously corymbose; peduncles –
short; bracteoles – minute, deciduous; corolla tube  4-5
times longer than the calyx, a ring of hairs at the mouth
inside; corolla 5-lobed, lobes thickened at tips; stamens 5,
arising near the mouth of corolla.

While studying the wild genetic resources of Coffea
L. and allied genera, the author found that the identity of
Psychotria sekharana Ramam. & Rajan is doubtful. It may
be mentioned as P. flavida Talbot, which is endemic to
South India (Karnataka, Kerala & Tamil Nadu). According

to Gamble (1921) and Deb & Gangopadhyay (1989), the
branches of inflorescence is opposite, which is the
prominent feature for the following Indian Psychotria spp.
viz. P. adenophylla Wall., P. elongata (Wight) Hook.f., P.
flavida  Talbot, P. fosbergii Sohmer, P. johnstonii Hook.f.,
P. nilgiriensis Deb & Gang., P. pendula Hook.f,,  P.
platyneura Kurz, P. subintegra (Wight & Arn.) Hook.f.
and P. tylophora Kurz.  On the critical evaluation of isotypes
viz. P. sekharana and its related collections at the Madras
Herbarium(MH), the branches of inflorescence are
revealing as opposite. Psychotria nudiflora is having
whorled branches of inflorescence. Meanwhile, Deb and
Gangopadhyay (1989) merged the same with P. nudiflora
Wight & Arn.  var. nudiflora. In conclusion, Psychotria
sekharana needs to be combined with P. flavida Talbot as
given below.  The comparative characters of P. flavida
Talbot, P. nudiflora Wight & Arn. &  P. sekharana Ramam.
& Rajan is also given in Table -1 for the easy identity.

Table. 1: Comparison of Psychotria flavida, P. nudiflora & P. sekharana
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TAXONOMIC TREATMENT

Psychotria flavida (Talbot, Trees & Shrubs Bombay,
1894).

P. sekharana (Ramam. &  Rajan, 1983).

P. nudiflora Wight & Arn. var. nudiflora;  sensu (Deb
and Gangopadhyay,  1989).
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